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On the occasion of the 10th anniversary of our independence, we the citizens of 

South Sudan have come together to review and express our perspectives on how 

we have experienced the first decade. We all celebrated the birth of our country 

colorfully 10 years ago and our hopes and expectations were justifiably high. We 

had clearly won our freedom and so we had all the reasons to be hopeful about 

the future of our country and our individual prospects. How wrong we were ten 

years later, we are hurting, we are poorer, we are insecure, we are less free, we 

are submerged under an authoritarian rule, we are divided, we lack strong 

leadership, and we are less a nation. 

 

Our Expectations Then 
 

Ten years ago, we had hoped that war was finally over and that our 

independence brought with it peace, security and stability. We were exhausted, 

having fought for our independence for nearly sixty years, war was the last thing 

we wanted in our lives; we wanted to forget about war and violence forever. 

 

We had hoped that our independence meant that our standard of living was 

going to be enhanced and that poverty was soon to be a thing of the past. We 

had expected to be secure in terms of food and employment. We had hoped 

that our children, although we had missed out, were going to finally be going to 

schools. We had also hoped that our basic primary healthcare was going to be 

provided, including being able to access clean drinking water. We had hoped 

that our hygiene and sanitation conditions were going to be upgraded. 

 

Once these basic necessities were provided, we had hoped that we were going to 

dream about better housing, access to electricity, and improved 

telecommunication services. We had also anticipated that our access to markets 

was to be assured and our agricultural productive capacity was to be boosted. 
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We had hoped that the towns that were promised were finally going to be 

delivered in the form of roads networks and amenities associated with the towns. 

 

We had hoped that dictatorship, autocratic rule, political repression, human 

rights abuses, unequal access to national resources and power, and 

marginalization were now defeated completely and buried when the flag of the 

Old Sudan was forever lowered in Juba on July 9, 2011. We had also expected 

democratic governance, rule of law, equitable resources sharing, political 

freedom, respect for the bill of rights, regular democratic elections, strategic 

leadership, and people’s unity.  

 

We had expected the Sudan People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) to emerge 

unified and strong enough to protect us and to protect our sovereignty and our 

democratic gains. We had hoped that our pact with the Sudan People’s 

Liberation Movement (SPLM) was going to hold and that we were going to be 

paid back in the form of services, economic empowerment, political 

consciousness, and social progress. 

 

Ten years later, we are in utter dismay, our hopes turned into major 

disappointments. 

Our Disappointments 
 

Leadership Failure—the SPLM, which garnered 93% of our votes in 2010 

elections came far too short on its promises to us. By voting for the SPLM, we 

had entrusted our lives to the party to deliver on what it had promised to us 

during the liberation struggle and during the 2010 elections. Instead, what we got 

is power struggle within the party, leadership failure, loss of vision, and political 

repression and violence. War, which we rejected through our votes in the 

referendum, was allowed to return. The events of 2013 were totally avoidable, 

but the SPLM leaders failed to exercise leadership and returned the country to 

war. We have suffered severely in the hands of our own government and our 

own politicians who rebelled claiming to want to liberate us. They have all 

colluded to kill us and so we are greatly disappointed. 

 

Living in fear—In July 2011, we were a proud, confident, and fearless nation. 

Today, we live in a state of constant fear. War has killed our confidence and our 

trust. We fear our own government, we fear our own army, our own police, our 

own security service, our own sons in the rebellion. We fear indeed, our own 
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neighbors. We fear talking about the affairs of our own country. We fear 

traveling on our national roads and highways. We have become a fearful nation, 

ten years later.  

 

Standard of living deteriorated—On the 9th of July to 2011, though we were poor, 

we were doing much better than we are now. Ten years ago, about 50% of us 

were below the international poverty line, today, more than 80% of us have fallen 

below the poverty line. We are starving in the hands of our own government and 

our leaders in the rebellion. Our livelihoods have been disrupted by 

displacement, insecurity, natural disasters, and dwindling economic 

opportunities. To make the ends meet, we are overly reliant on humanitarian 

aid more in our free republic than we did during the liberation war. Our cattle 

die in droves without medical services.  

 

Schools failing—In 2006, the SPLM government launched a go to school 

campaign for our children. We took all our children to schools in the villages, 

and it did not take long before they dropped out because there were no teachers, 

no feeding, and the facilities and amenities were rudimentary. Now, we have lost 

another generation to illiteracy 10 years after gaining our independence. 

 

Healthcare not forthcoming—We were promised primary healthcare units, 

health centers, and hospitals in the rural areas. Although there are nominal 

healthcare facilities, they are hollow. The services are poor, medicines are not 

provided, healthcare workers are poorly paid, and the facilities have not been 

constructed. We now rely on international humanitarian organizations for our 

basic health needs and in most cases, pay premium for substandard services in 

privately owned clinics. We have simply been robbed of our health. 

 

Drinking still from polluted rivers—although we appreciate attempts to provide 

clean drinking water by government and international agencies, the mode of 

delivery is unreliable. Handpumps have dotted our communities, but most of 

them are not operational. They have broken down and so we have returned to 

drinking from contaminated rivers and streams. Even our fellow citizens who 

live in Juba continue to drink directly from the River Nile and they have to pay 

for the polluted water. 

 

Unemployment has grown—We were promised that if we take our children to 

school, they will get jobs and earn income after completing their schools. With 

our meagre resources, some of our children have finished their secondary 
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education, others basic degrees, and others have achieved postgraduate 

education and they cannot find gainful employment. Why should we ask the 

remaining children to continue going to school? Since these children cannot find 

jobs, they are not able to earn income and so we are still poor despite having 

educated children. Those who have found work with the government earn 

nothing. Our public sector employees are the worst paid government employees 

in the world. It is indeed a travesty. 

 

Tukuls remain our residents—ten years after our independence, we still live in 

our rudimentary tukuls. The government has no plans to improve our housing 

situation. 

 

Living in the dark still—those of us who live in the rural areas and even in towns 

across South Sudan have no access to electricity ten years on. We remain in the 

dark despite so much income from our oil. We had hoped at least the main 

population centers would have access to electricity. 

 

Remaining isolated with no roads—the highways that were promised, remain a 

distant dream. We are still disconnected as there are no permanent roads. In 

the dry season, even when the roads are passable, they are insecure and therefore 

impassable. In the rainy season, even when the roads are safe and secure, they 

are not passable because of water and mud. We walk still for miles to access 

markets, health centers, schools, and even drinking water. Ten years later, South 

Sudan remains remote and isolated without roads.  

 

Begging basket, not a breadbasket—South Sudan was touted as a breadbasket of 

Africa. Ten years later, we are not producing much food in our fertile and rain-

fed soil. The state has no programs, though it has plans, to improve agricultural 

production. We are still using century old technology for farming. When we 

have a food shortage, we beg benevolent international organizations to stretch 

our food supplies. Our country has become an African begging basket, not a 

breadbasket, ten years later.  

 

We fought for democracy—we got authoritarianism—We took up arms and 

successfully won our independence with the plan to institute democratic 

governance in our country. Ten years later, we have not conducted a single 

democratic election in our country. Each time we get close to an election, our 

leaders instigate conflict to extend their authoritarian rule or to capture state 

power. We now live in a country ruled through presidential decrees. All 
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democratic institutions have been stymied. The parliament has been 

instrumentalized as a tool of authoritarian rule. The SPLM, the ruling party is 

simply a tool bag of an autocratic system. Ten years later, dictatorship, political 

repression, police state, and marginalization are staring at us with a straight face.  

 

We fought for equitable distribution of national resources—we got a gang of 

criminals taking all public resources—Though South Sudan earned profitably 

from the oil rents from 2005 to 2011, these resources did not trickle down to us. 

The resources have been pocketed and starched by a few who have formed a 

mafia within the government to loot the country. We have been left to our own 

devices. Even the widows and orphans, the wounded heroes and SPLA veterans 

are languishing in poverty, yet those who were dinning with the enemy have 

bloated accounts. 

 

In light of all these disappointments and having lived agonizing lives in our 

country for the first decade, we the citizens of South Sudan promise this to 

ourselves: we will have to take it upon ourselves to regain our power, sovereignty 

and to reassert citizens’ centrality in public policy. We pledge to fully exercise 

our constitutional rights non-violently.  

 

Our Demands 
 

We the citizens of South Sudan have had our voices suppressed over the last ten 

years. At the start of a fresh decade, we have come to the realization that no one 

will serve our interest. We have therefore decided to assert ourselves by 

demanding actions from the government. If the government manages to take 

these actions, our cooperation is assured. If the government decides to ignore 

the citizens’ demands, we shall mobilize in our thousands and use our 

constitutional rights to take action non-violently.  

We therefore demand government action as follows: 

Implement the 2018 Peace Agreement—We the citizens of South Sudan are sick 

and tired of war. We want the parties to the Agreement to show serious 

commitment towards the reunification of the forces within a month. Second, we 

demand speedy swearing in of the National Legislature within two weeks and 

state legislatures within 30 days. We demand a clear road map for the 

organization of the next elections within 90 days and a constitutional making 
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mechanism within 60 days. We demand a joint tour by President Kiir and 1st 

Vice President Machar and the vice presidents to the 10 states within 60 days. 

 

Implementation of the National Dialogue Resolutions—We the citizens of South 

Sudan have dialogued for four years, and we have crafted a compact on how to 

move our country forward. We demand immediate implementation of the 

National Dialogue Resolutions. First, we demand a meeting of the Presidency 

within 14 days to discuss the outcome of the National Dialogue. Second, we 

demand the formation of the Implementation and Follow-up Mechanism of the 

National Dialogue within 21 days. Third, we demand a formation of all the 

structures recommended by the National Dialogue within 60 days. Lastly, we 

demand the formation of a special committee to identify constitutional issues 

addressed through the National Dialogue to be incorporated into the 

constitutional making process within 30 days. 

 

Pay Increase for Public Employees—We the citizens of South Sudan demand 

pay increase for all government employees within 30 days. The 100% increase 

announced by the President is a joke. We demand 4,000% increase in 

government salaries, especially for our men and women in uniform to meet the 

current market conditions. 

 

Food Commodities Price Adjustment—We demand adjustment in prices of 

food commodities. We demand 100% decrease in market prices within 30 days. 

 

People’s Coalition for Civil Action 
 

Having been deliberately ignored in the first decade of our independence, we 

the citizens of South Sudan, have decided to form the People’s Coalition for 

Civil Action (The Coalition) that shall coordinate our activities, mobilize us to 

carry out our civic duties, and advocate for public interest. This Coalition shall 

be announced in due course and in the meantime, we demand the Revitalized 

Transitional Government of National Unity (RTGoNU) to take immediate 

actions on the aforementioned demands. 


